THE BEATITUDES
(Matthew 5:1-12)
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Now when he saw the crowds, he
went up on a mountainside and sat

down. His disciples came to him, 2
and he began to teach them, saying:

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.

1+Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

s Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.



sBlessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
s Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
oBlessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.



owBlessed are those who are
persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 "Blessed are you when people
Insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and
be glad, because great is your
reward in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.



THE BEATITUDES
(Matthew 5:1-12)
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» Happiness was thought to
have at least two aspects:
hedonia (a life of pleasure)

and eudaimonia (a life well
lived).

» Happiness iIs referred to as
simply enjoying pleasure and
meaning.



Modern psychologists added
Engagement

“As happiness Is subjective,
the stimuli needed to be happy
are also subjective.”



Jesus preached a different
form of happiness

“Blessed” means more than
just ‘happy.” Itis an
exclamation of the inner joy
and peace that comes with
being right with God.



Beatitudes of Jesus seem
paradoxical.

Now when he saw the crowds,
he went up on a mountainside
and sat down. His disciples

came to him, 2 and he began to
teach them, .. .(5:1)



splrlt for thelrs IS the klngdom of
heaven (5:3)
R P,

mmoeaeaoc 21 o

||. LA:D&B 601(\7.)611?0061 |

3GV IS

(o o
COMDCI3MCIS < CCEL O ::o
2005 'éﬁ Tt '=c<°:“coo>eﬁ|| cd ©0C
D LA ....... Q- D 61 q.

IR




So how then can one enter the

kingdom of heaven?
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One must be poor in splrlt.
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What does this mean? N
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to recognise our pathetic spiritual
destitution and then to turn to
God for merc



2. Blessed are they that mourn
for they will be comforted (5:4)
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‘Mourning’ = spiritual mourning,
a mourning over our sinfulness.

Note the present tense in the
verb ‘mourns.’



"We make much to the grace of
God that we lack the
seriousness of sin. (John Stott)



Tibetan Buddhists’ rolling mantra
prayer beads between their
thumbs and index fingers.



Annual pilgrimage to the
holy city of Lhasa.



But the tax collector stood at a
distance. He would not even
look up to heaven, but beat his
breast and said, God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.' "| tell
you that this man, rather than
the other, went home justified
before God . (Luke 18:13-14)



»Samson

> David

The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will
not despise (Psalm 51:17)



3. Blessed are the meek for
they will inherit the earth. (5:5)
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Meekness Is not cowardice but
strength, courage, conviction -
just like Jesus (Matthew 11:28)
and Moses (Numbers 12:3).

It entails gentleness and self-
control It implies freedom from
malice and a vengeful spirit.



The popular marriage paradigm:
« The wife caused the problem,

e The husband pointed out the
problem,
 |n the end the fault of the

problem ended up with the
husband.



"Lord, deliver me from the lust
of always vindicating myself
(St. Augustine)



4. Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst after

righteousness for they will be
filled (5:6)
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What Is ‘righteousness’ here? |
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The conforming to the standard
of God’s will, doing that which Is
right and pure in the eyes of God.
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2 Meanings of Righteousness
e The desire for righteousness in

the personal life
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the land.
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5. Blessed are the merciful, for they
will be shown mercy (5:7)
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What i1s the outcome when we
express mercy?,
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1.an absence from chastemng
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2 a presence of blessmgs
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6. Blessed are the pure In heart

for they will see God (5: 83
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/. Blessed are the peacemakers
for they will be called sons of

God (5 9)
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Two types of peacemakers:
a. Those who resolve a personal

Confllct
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"Therefore, If you are offering
your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has
something against you, 24
leave your gift there in front of
the altar. First go and be
reconciled to your brother; then
come and offer your gift.
(Matthew 5:23-24)



b. Those who help resolve an
external conflict.
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Peacemakers are called sons of
God because they are living
representations of God’s children



5. Blessed are tnose wno are
persecuted because of
righteousness for theirs Is the

kKingdom of heaven (5:10-12)
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Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are
you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of
me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because
great Is your reward In heaven, for In
the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.



Remember the words | spoke to
you: No servant is greater than
his master.' If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you
also. (John 15:20)

"If we do not suffer it's because
we do compromise”
(John Stott)



Rejoice and be glad, because
great Is your reward In heaven,
for In the same way they
persecuted the prophets who
were before you. (5:12)



Review

1.Blessed are the poor In spirit
for theirs 1s the kingdom of
heaven (5:3)

2.Blessed are they that mourn for
they will be comforted (5:4)

3.Blessed are the meek for they
will inherit the earth. (5:5)




4. Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst after
righteousness for they will be
filled (5:6)

5. Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy (5:7)
6. Blessed are the pure In heart
for they will see God (5:8)



/. Blessed are the peacemakers
for they will be called sons of
God (5:9)

8. Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of
righteousness for theirs Is the
kingdom of heaven (5:10-12)



